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Hello, my name is Ricky Enger, and today we're going to learn some tips and tricks for exploring a web page. We're using the Google Chrome web browser along with NVDA as our screen reader, but the concepts we learn will be pretty similar no matter which browser and screen reader we're using. 

In another workshop in the series, we learned how to open a website. So today, we'll start with a website open already. We've got the target.com website open where we can shop for all sorts of cool things. What do we do to find out what's on the page? Well, before we start exploring the page, we need to make sure that we're starting at the beginning, right? We don't wanna miss anything important. So, to jump to the top of the page, we'll press our Ctrl key plus our Home key.

Screen Reader: Link, skip to main content.

Ricky: And there we go. We're at the top of the page. Now, if we wanna know what's here, we can just start reading this page line by line. We'll do that by pressing our Down Arrow key.

Screen Reader: Link, skip to footer. Navigation landmark visited, link home, collapsed, link categories menu, collapsed, link deals menu.

Ricky: As we do that, notice that we have text like home, and before the text, we hear some extra information. That information tells us a lot about how we can work with the item or element that we're focused on. This makes a lot more sense for examples, right? So, let's take our first element here.

Screen Reader: Link, skip to main content.

Ricky: Okay, we hear the word link. Links are what move us from page to page on the web. They can move us to a different page on our current website, or they can move us to a different website altogether, or they can even move us to a different spot on the webpage we're on right now. So, we're focused on a link right now. What did our screen reader say again? Let's press our NVDA key, which is our Insert key, and the Up Arrow to read our current line.

Screen Reader: Link, skip to main content.

Ricky: Great! The title of this link is skip to main content. This tells us the purpose of the link, which is to skip past everything at the top of the page and jump right to the main information. So, let's go ahead and open this link by pressing Enter on it.

Screen Reader: Heading level one home page.

Ricky: Okay, so now we've moved to a different spot on our Target page. We're focused on text that says home page, and the information before the text is heading level one. So, what is a heading and what does level one mean? Headings are incredibly useful, actually. They can help us jump right to important content on our page, and they can also give us information about how this content is laid out. A level one heading is used to jump to the most important content on the page, and then there are headings underneath that, like heading level two and heading level three. This will make a lot more sense with an example. So, let's use a nifty little keystroke to jump through some of our headings. To do that, we just need to press the letter H for heading.

Screen Reader: Women's tees starting at $5, heading level two link.

Ricky: And we'll press H again.

Screen Reader: Sale on women's activewear starting at $10, star heading level three link.

Ricky: And again.

Screen Reader: Top-rated swimwear starting at $14.99, heading level three link.

Ricky: So, our heading level two is about women's tees. This is the category that our level three headings, like swimwear and activewear, belong to. Great! Now we could just keep pressing the letter H to move through every heading on this page, and we could even press Shift + H to move backward through our headings. But hey, now that we know that headings are used to organize content on the page, that opens up all sorts of possibilities for finding the content that we care about even faster. So, maybe we don't care about any of these things under women's tees, and we just wanna see what other categories are here. Instead of pressing H to move to our next heading no matter what level it is, let's press the number 2 to move to the next heading at level two.

Screen Reader: Baby deals, heading level two.

Ricky: And there we go. We've jumped to a category about babies. So now, our heading level three options here are going to be baby-related, right? Nice. Headings are an awesome way to let us know how content on a page is related. There's a little bit of bad news, though, which is that not all websites are well-organized with headings. But for those that are, using headings to get right to the content we want is really powerful. So, we've used our Down Arrow to move through the page line by line, and we've used H as well as our numbers, like two and three, to move by heading. We actually have several more ways to explore our page, so let's just touch on two more before we go. Let's start by moving to the top of the page again with Ctrl + Home.

Screen Reader: Link, skip to main content.

Ricky: And now, what if we just wanna read this entire page while we sit back and listen? This will be especially useful if we're reading a news article or a blog post. All we have to do is press our NVDA key, which is our Insert key, plus our Down Arrow key.

Screen Reader: Link, skip to main content, link, skip to footer. Navigation landmark visited, link home, collapsed, link categories menu.

Ricky: And there we go, reading the whole page. And we just press our Ctrl key to stop. So, let's take a look at one last thing. To do that, we'll hold down our NVDA key and press F7. So that's Function Key Seven.

Screen Reader: Elements List dialog preview, level zero skip to main content, one of 74.

Ricky: With this keystroke, we've just brought up a list of links on our page. We can actually change this and check out a list of other elements, like headings instead, but we won't do that today. For now, we have our list of links, and we can move through them just by using our Down Arrow key. This is a great way to find out every link on our page without having to read the entire page. When we find the link we want, we can just press Enter to open it.

Screen Reader: Skip to footer two of 74, level zero. Home; visited three of 74, level zero. What's new menu; collapsed, six of 74, level zero. Weekly Ad, visited 11 of 74, level zero.

Ricky: So, we've moved down to our link called Weekly Ad, and we'll press Enter.

Screen Reader: Weekly deals in stores now.

Ricky: And there it is. We've just opened our Weekly Ad for Target. I'm Ricky Enger, and I'm glad you could spend a little time with me today exploring a web page. Wanna learn more? Join me for other workshops in this series on getting online. See you next time.
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