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Magnifying glasses can be a huge help, but there may be times when they're just not up to the job. Times when they're not strong enough, when it's hard to hold them still, when room lighting is too low or even too bright. The good news is that a lot of these issues can be solved with a different kind of magnifier, a portable or hand-held digital magnifier. 

So what's a digital magnifier? Simply put, it's a camera attached to a video screen. The camera takes a video of what you wanna see, and the video shows up on the screen. But here's the great part. Because it's digital, the magnifier can enlarge the image on the screen. And not only can it make it bigger, it can also change the image in a lotta ways that make it easier to see. A lotta models are only slightly larger than a cell phone, and even look a bit like one. The camera is on one side, and the screen on the other. And like a cell phone, they'll have some buttons around the screen that control all the features that make them really useful. 

Let's look at the features that make digital magnifiers exciting. First, let's talk about making the image larger. With a digital magnifier, you have tons of options to enlarge an image. A glass magnifier only has one level of power. A digital model has a lot, up to five or more. What this means is that you won't run out of options no matter what the size of print or image is that you want to see. You can adjust the power level to fit your needs. One digital magnifier can perform the job of five or more glass magnifiers. That's a lot less luggage to carry around with you. 

Another great feature is how you can change color and contrast. Have you noticed it's easier to see some colors of print more than others? A digital magnifier can change the color of an image to one that works best for you, and it'll change the background so the print color you prefer will stand out even more. Even basic models will offer you a number of color combinations, and it's amazing how much difference this can make, and it helps with eye fatigue, too. 

Now, let's discuss getting things into focus. A glass magnifier has to be held at an exact distance to be in focus, but you don't have to do that with a digital magnifier. It'll focus automatically no matter where it's held. That means less effort to hold it steady and less strain on your arms or back as you try to stay in one position while reading. 

Another cool feature is how digital magnifiers can adjust to the light around you. Even in poor light, a digital magnifier keeps an image as bright as you need it. You control the brightness to keep things clear, whether you're in a dark restaurant or a brightly lit grocery store. And it's great that you can see the image with both eyes. If you've used a powerful glass magnifier, you've probably had to hold it up close, so close that you could only use one eye. With a digital model, you can use both eyes. It doesn't have to be held close to your face to be in focus, and you'll be able to see the image at a comfortable distance, one that let's you use all your vision. 

Finally, you can make snapshots. But lots of times when we'd like to keep a picture of something we've looked at with our magnifier, a phone number, or a recipe, or a prescription, a digital magnifier can do just that. When you're looking at something important, you can take a snapshot with your digital magnifier. Then, you can bring the snapshot up later on the screen when you need it. Many models have other features that increase your options. Some have handles that fold out, and some have built-in stands that let them rest on your book or magazine. 

Digital magnifiers come in all sizes, from slightly larger than a cell phone for seeing small bits of print, to the size of a tablet for reading a book or a magazine. Many can connect to your computer screen, which make your image even easier to see. Most of them run on rechargeable batteries, so you'll need to plug them in to an outlet now and then to keep them charged. They're lots of choices, so the main thing to keep in mind is, you'll need to try several before you decide to buy one. The best way to do this is to let a qualified vision professional help you choose. 

They're not many downsides to digital magnifiers, but they can cost more than a simple magnifying glass. Getting expert help is a good idea. Check out our resource section, or ask your learning expert for ways to find a vision professional near you. With all these features, a hand-held digital magnifier makes a great addition to your reading tool box. 
Hadley.edu  |  800.323.4238	Page 2 of 12
Hadley.edu  |  800.323.4238	Page 1 of 12
image1.jpg




