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Hi, I’m Ricky Enger, and today we’ll check out a few tips for finding keys on your computer keyboard faster. 

You know, it can be really time consuming and frustrating to hunt and peck your way around the keyboard. Some of the writing on the keys is super hard to see. And some of these keys—what do they even do, besides getting pushed accidentally? So let’s make your keyboard easier to use by identifying placeholders and personalizing it with labels you can feel.
 
So the third row up from the bottom of the keyboard is called the home row and begins with the letter A. Also, the F and J keys on the home row have a built-in raised spot, so you can tell quickly by feel that you’ve found them.
 
If there’s a number pad on your keyboard, that number 5 also has a small, raised spot you can feel.
 
These keys are placeholders for touch typists to use to find the home row, which is the starting place for their fingers. 

They’re also great placeholders for all the keys nearby, so you may want to reinforce them with labels that make them even easier to feel.

Now, some keys on the keyboard can be really hard to find, either because they’re not used very often, or the printing is hard to see. Let’s focus on those keys that are commonly used in combination with other keys to make what are called keyboard shortcuts. We often call these modifier keys: keys like the Control, Alt, Insert, or Windows keys. 

The location of these keys varies by keyboard. And you may find yourself using certain keyboard shortcuts all the time. So putting labels on them will customize your keyboard and make it easier to use. 

By the way, to learn more about keyboard shortcuts and modifier keys, check out the workshop in this series called “Keyboard Shortcuts.”

So we’ve talked a lot about which keys you may want to label. Now let’s talk about what to use to label and personalize your keyboard. Low vision retailers have labels designed specifically for keyboarding and other labeling tasks. Some of these are called locator dots. And there are larger ones called bump dots. Be sure to check out our resources list for places to find these labels, and you can also check out the “Labels You Touch” workshop for more information on tactile labels.

If you want an option just using things you already have, small pieces of Velcro, tape, or anything that can be stuck to a key and felt with your fingers will also work. 

But keep in mind that if the purpose of the labels is to make a few important keys stand out, too many labels or dots can be a little overwhelming. Less may actually be best! 

And for some keys, it may be easier to just remember their location. For instance, the Alt keys are always on either side of the long spacebar. So if you find your space bar, you’ve found your Alt keys as well.

Another good example of finding keys based on location would be the arrow keys. These four keys are grouped together and positioned in the direction the arrow is pointing: up, down, right, or left. 

As always, contact a learning expert if you have questions about anything in this workshop, or if you have your own tips to share. 

I’m Ricky Enger, and I’m glad you could spend a little time with me for a few tips on making keys easier to find. See you next time. 
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