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Don't you love it when you find a tool that makes life a little easier? I certainly do and in this workshop, we'll have a look at BARD Express, a handy tool that makes searching for and downloading BARD books super easy. 

BARD stands for Braille and Audio Reading Download. It is a free service from the National Library Service for the Blind, or NLS. BARD Express is a free Windows-based program that allows us to search BARD using different criteria, such as by title, authors, and keywords. BARD Express makes downloading books and magazines a breeze. 

This series is intended for individuals with low vision. We will use a combination of mouse clicks and keyboard shortcuts, if you use a screen reader, be sure to check out the screen reading version of this series on Hadley's website. 

It's important to note that we must have an active BARD account to use BARD Express. If you'd like to learn more, have a look at the first workshop in this series to learn how to set up your own free account. We won't go through the process of downloading BARD Express, but check out the resources below for a link to the NLS website. There you'll find a link for downloading the program. The staff at your local library for the blind can also assist you with downloading BARD Express on your Windows computer. 

The purpose of this workshop is to provide an overview of all the buttons in the main menu. We'll dig a little deeper into the functions of each button in subsequent workshops. Once we've downloaded the program and used our BARD username and password to sign in, we find ourselves in the main menu. 

The main menu is our home base for searching the BARD website, managing our downloads, and setting our preferences. No matter where we find ourselves in the BARD Express program, whenever we need to return to the main menu, we can select the return to main menu button or use the keyboard shortcut Ctrl+M for main. 

The first button in the main menu is the bookshelf. Here, we find a list of all the downloaded books and magazines that we've stored on our computer until we're ready to transfer them to a cartridge. We can move to our bookshelf by clicking on this button or by using our keyboard shortcut Ctrl+B for bookshelf. I like the way bookshelf lists our materials, breaking them up into audio books and magazines, braille books and magazines, and read and unread items. It gives us a detailed look at what's currently on both our computer and our cartridge. We arrow through the list and press the enter key to see a list of the materials under each category. Let's press our escape key twice to move back to bookshelf and then back to the main menu. 

Here, we find our next button, the wishlist. It lists all of the books and magazines that we're interested in, but haven't yet downloaded to our computer. We can jump to our wishlist from anywhere in BARD Express by using the keyboard shortcut Ctrl+W for wish. Let's head back to our main menu by pressing the escape key. 

Our next six buttons are search buttons. BARD Express gives us lots of different ways to search for a book or magazine. Below our bookshelf in wish list, we find buttons that let us browse the BARD collection for recently added books and magazines and most popular books. Check out the workshop in this series for more information about these popular tools in BARD Express. We use our next four buttons to browse the BARD library. We can browse by subject, magazines, series and we can search BARD. I hope you'll join me in the workshop in this series where we learn how to use these tools to search for our favorite book. 

Let's click on the next button in the main menu, our preferences button. We can also use our keyboard shortcut Ctrl+ P for preferences to open this window. Here, we find several options to customize our BARD experience. The final workshop in this series offers an in-depth look at all of the preferences options. 

Back at our main menu, we use Ctrl+N for number to move to our next button, manage devices. Here, we see a list of drives or devices that are connected to our computer and the number of books or magazines on each drive. Let's click on our drive. 

Here, we see the amount of space currently being used. The next line displays the amount of available space on our drive. Below this information, we find a box with a list of the books on our drives. Let's click the checkbox to select this first book in our list. The managed devices option also can be used to delete books. To do this, we click on the check box next to the title of the book. We then click on the delete books button. We can also use the keyboard shortcut Alt+D for delete to delete the book. 

We see a dialog box that asks us to confirm whether we want to delete this book. We press enter to confirm. The book is removed from our bookshelf and computer. If we'd rather not delete the book, we'd press the N key for no, to close this window without deleting the book. 

Back at the main menu, we've come to our final option, download status. We can also open our download status from anywhere in the program with the keyboard shortcut of Ctrl+T for time, this option gives us detailed information about downloads that are currently in progress. This is a handy tool when we're in the middle of a download and wish to confirm how much time is left. 

In today's workshop, we learned all about the main menu in BARD Express. I'm Vikki Vaughan and I thank you for joining me.
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