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Android Low Vision – Color Inversion

	

Hadley
Color Inversion

Today, we're going to check out the color inversion feature. This feature inverts the colors on your screen meaning it changes dark to light and light to dark. We can use it to change black text on a white background to white text on a black background which is great for reducing glare and eye fatigue. Let's see how it works. 

To turn on the color inversion feature, we'll start by going to the Settings app, which is right here on the home screen. Let's just tap on settings to open it. 

Now that the settings app is open our next step is to open accessibility settings. So, let's scroll down to find accessibility in the list of options, and here it is. Then we'll just tap on it. 

Next, we'll look for the display heading and under that we'll find color and motion. On your phone, color inversion might be under text and display. In either place, turning this feature on works the same way. Let's tap on this option. 

Next, we'll look to find color inversion and here it is. On this phone it's right below color correction. You might find these options in a different order on your phone, and that's fine. By default, the color inversion feature is turned off. We'll need to tap on the option to open it and now that it's open, we'll tap on the toggle button to turn it on. There. 

Now that color inversion is turned on we can notice the changes on the screen right away. Here in the settings app, we now have white text on a black background. This feature works on all apps throughout the entire device but it doesn't just work on text. The colors will change in media and images too which can look a bit strange. We'll see how that works in just a bit. 

Here's one more thing to learn about this feature. We can add it as a shortcut to the accessibility button so we can quickly turn it on or off. For more information about using the accessibility button and menu, check out the resources. You can find the resources tab by scrolling down the page below this workshop. 

Now let's explore an app with the color and version feature turned on and let's start at the home screen. To do this, we can go to the bottom of the screen and find the home button. It's a circle that's right in the center of the navigation bar, or if you like to use gestures swipe up with one finger from the bottom of the screen to get to the home screen. If you want to learn more about gesture navigation you can find that in the resources too. Again, scroll down the page to find the resources tab. 

Let's go back to the home button inside the navigation bar and tap it. Now we're on the home screen. Notice how the items on the home screen and the background have changed in color. Next, let's open the list of apps. We'll just go to the bottom of the screen and swipe up with one finger. 
Now the list of apps is open, and if we open one of the apps, we can see how it looks with color inversion. Let's look at Chrome. On this phone, it's right here at the top in the list of commonly used apps. On your phone, it might be in a different place. Let's tap on Chrome to open it. 

This is quite a difference. Here, we have white text on a black background and this can be so much more comfortable to read but let's take a look at the images too. 

Scrolling down shows that the images look a bit strange, like negatives. Color inversion does affect the images so this feature is really most useful for reading text. When you want to look at photos and other images it's easy to quickly turn off color inversion and it's ready and waiting for you to turn it on again when you want to read text. How handy is that? 

Thanks for learning with me today. Now that you've learned how to use color inversion you can check it out on your device to see how the new settings improve the display for you. Until next time.
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