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- [Vikki] Hi, I'm Vikki Vaughan, and in today's workshop, we'll explore several features that make it easier to use our Amazon Fire TV Stick. Let's do a quick review of a few of the controls on our remote we'll be using for this workshop. Near the top of our remote, we find a round, four-way directional pad. When we're in a menu, we press the top of this round pad to move up the menu. When we want to move down the menu, we press the bottom of the pad. Pressing the left side of the pad moves us to the left, while pressing the right side of the pad moves us, you guessed it, to the right. The center of the pad is the select or okay button. 

If you use a screen reader, we'll start by turning Voice View on with our remote. You might recall from other workshops in this series, Voice View is the screen reader that reads items on our screen. To turn it on, we use our remote and press and hold the back button and the menu button together. We find these buttons in the top row below our directional pad. The back button is the first button in the row, and the menu button is the last button in this top row on our remote. Again, we'll hold these two buttons down until we hear a tone. The tone lets us know voice view is ready.

- [Voice View] Voice View ready, try Alexa, find action movies, home, four of 13.

- [Vikki] Then Voice View lets us know it's ready.

- [Voice View] Use left and right to move between items.

- [Vikki] If you don't use Voice View, just follow along as we use the buttons on our remote to turn on our helpful features. let's head over to settings to find these helpful features. We'll press right on our directional pad on our remote several times until we land on settings. Keep in mind that your screen may look slightly different depending on the model, but it should work pretty much the same. If that's the case, pressing the buttons on our directional pad will let us explore the order of our menu.


- [Vikki] Press the select button on our remote to jump into settings.

- [Voice View] Settings, notifications, row one, column one, use left and right to move between items.

- [Vikki] Now, we'll press down twice on our remote to move to preferences.

- [Voice View] Preferences, row three column one.

- [Vikki] Let's press the select button to select preferences.

- [Voice View] Preferences, parental controls, one of 10, use up and down to move between items, restrict access to videos, purchasing, and certain types of content.

- [Vikki] Let's press down several times to move to featured content.

- [Voice View] Featured content, five of 10.

- [Vikki] We'll press our select button to open the featured content option. Featured content are previews that automatically play when we turn on Netflix or Amazon Prime. You know, it can be challenging to find the show we're looking for when there's lots of extra audio and video happening. This is especially true if we have Voice View on. Let's find out how we can turn off the featured content and just focus on finding the show we want to watch . This first option under featured content allows us to turn off the video portion of the previews. It's a toggle switch, which means we select it to turn it on and we select it again to turn it off.

- [Voice View] Allow video auto play on, one of two.

- [Vikki] We heard Voice View announce that this feature is currently on. Let's press the select button on our remote to turn it off.

- [Voice View] Off.

- [Vikki] Now, if we don't hear the status of the control when we select it, we can move down and then back up to hear the status. Let's press down on our remote to move down, then we'll press up to move back up to here if we've successfully turned off the video autoplay feature,

- [Voice View] Allow audio, allow video autoplay off, one of two.

- [Vikki] Now let's press down on the directional pad to move down to our next option, allow audioauto play.

- [Voice View] Allow audio auto play on, two of two. Allow featured rotator to auto play sound. When off, video will play back silently.

- [Vikki] Let's press our select button on our remote to turn off the audio portion of the featured content.

- [Voice View] Off.

- [Vikki] Yay, we've now turned off both the video and audio portion of those pesky previews. Let's check out one more feature that makes our Amazon Fire TV stick easier to use. We'll press the back button on our remote several times to move back to settings.

- [Voice View] Preferences, featured content, five of 10. Settings, preferences, row three, column one.

- [Vikki] Now, let's press up on our remote to move to the top row.

- [Voice View] Use left. One, notifications, row one, column one.

- [Vikki] Then we press right on our directional pad to move to the display and sounds control.

- [Voice View] Display and sounds, row one, column five,

- [Vikki] We'll press the select button to open display and sounds,

- [Voice View] Display and sounds, Alexa Home Theater, one of seven.

- [Vikki] Let's press down on our remote several times to move to audio.

- [Voice View] Audio, four of seven,

- [Vikki] No surprise, we'll press the select button to open this option.

- [Voice View] Specific, audio navigation sounds on, one of four.

- [Vikki] Now, we'll press down on our remote to move to advanced audio.

- [Voice View] Advanced audio, three of four.

- [Vikki] Then we'll press select to open it.

- [Voice View] Advanced audio volume leveler off, one of two.

- [Vikki] Let's press down on our remote to move to dialogue enhancer.

- [Voice View] Use up, dialogue enhancer off, two of two.

- [Vikki] This feature works by boosting the dialogue separately from the background noises, like music in a show. It increases the volume of the dialogue without increasing the overall loudness of a scene. We hear a description of this feature and a handy tip about how to turn it on.

- [Voice View] Press select to turn on dialogue enhancer.

- [Vikki] Let's press the select button on our remote to turn on dialogue enhancer.

- [Voice View] On.

- [Vikki] Once again, if we don't hear the status of the dialogue enhancer control when we select it, we can move down and then back up to hear if it's on or off.

- [Voice View] Volume, dialogue enhancer on, two of two.

- [Vikki] Fantastic, we've successfully turned on this helpful option. Let's press the home button on our remote to return to our main menu. It's located directly below the directional pad in the middle of the top row.

- [Voice View] Home, four of 13.

- [Vikki] In today's workshop, we learned about several helpful features that make our Amazon Fire TV Stick easier to use. I'm Vikki Vaughan and I thank you for joining me.
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