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Douglas Walker: Hello, my name is Douglas Walker. Today we'll be exploring our side button. Now, we'll find our side button on the right hand side of our Apple Watch, and just below our digital crown. Yeah, our side button will do several different things and this will depend on how long or the number of times that we press it. Now, it's good to know that our side button is really flat or flush against the side of our watch, so it might be a little difficult to feel at first. 

Now, before we get started, we want to make sure that our VoiceOver setting is turned on and the easiest way to turn it on is in our Apple Watch app, on our iPhone down in our accessibility settings. So how about we jump right in and check out our side button. Again, our side button is the kind of oval button on the lower right side of our watch. Remember, it feels really flat or flush against the side of our watch. Okay, if we press our side button once, we will bring up our control center. 

Now, we aren't gonna be covering our control center today because we just so happen to have a workshop in this series called, you guessed it, Apple Watch Control Center. Now, you're really gonna want to check that one out because there are so many great settings and features packed right into our control center. 

All right, let's go ahead and take a look at another great thing our side button can do for us. Yeah, the ability to use Apple Pay to make purchases right from our Apple Watch is a super cool feature. And pressing our side button twice will quickly bring up Apple Pay. So let's go ahead and do it. We will just press our side button twice. Yeah, let's press.

VoiceOver: Alert. Hold near reader.

Douglas Walker: All right, we heard VoiceOver announce hold near reader. So if we were making a purchase, we would just hold our Apple Watch close to the register's terminal. And once our purchase is confirmed, our watch will vibrate or kind of tap us and we'll be given a little ding audio cue to let us know that our purchase has been approved. And that's really all there is to it. Yeah, I love that we can make purchases right from our Apple Watch. All right, if we press our side button, we'll be placed right back on our watch face. So let's go ahead and just press our side button here.

VoiceOver: 5:00 PM.

Douglas Walker: Great. And we are right back on our watch face. All right, our side button has one more feature. Actually, we will be given four options under this feature. And to open these options, we'll just hold down our side button. Now once we press and hold our side button, we will continue to hold it down until we feel a little vibration there and then we'll just release it. So we'll just press and hold.

VoiceOver: Cancel button.

Douglas Walker: Yeah, remember after feeling that little vibration, we just had to release our side button and we then placed on our Cancel button at the top of our options here. Of course, if we were to double tap here on our Cancel button, we'd be placed right back on our watch face. But we don't want to do that because we're gonna just right swipe through our four options here. So we'll go ahead and just right swipe.

VoiceOver: Power button.

Douglas Walker: Okay, here is our Power button and you guessed it, if we were to double tap here, we'd be given the option to turn off our Apple Watch and that's great. But we need our Apple watch awake because we have a couple more features here to check out. So we will go ahead and just right swipe.

VoiceOver: Medical ID button, double tap to activate.

Douglas Walker: Yeah, here we find our Medical ID and if we double tap our Medical ID, we'll bring up our medical information that we've entered into our iPhone's Health app, which I tell you could be super useful in the case of a medical emergency. All right, we'll go ahead and right swipe.

VoiceOver: Compass Backtrack button, double tap to activate.

Douglas Walker: Okay, here is our Compass Backtrack feature. Yeah, this is a really interesting feature. Now our Apple Watch can actually track our journey as we walk or even run it, I guess. And if we double tap our Compass Backtrack feature, we can record our journey so that later on we can be guided back to where we started. So, it looks like we have no more excuses for getting lost, right? Anyway, we'll go ahead and just right swipe.

VoiceOver: Emergency Call button, double tap to activate.

Douglas Walker: Yeah, last but not least, we have our Emergency Call button. Now if we were to double tap our Emergency Call, 911 would automatically be called and our current location will also be sent to emergency services. 

Also, if we've set up our emergency contacts from within our iPhone, a message will be sent to any person that we've set up as our emergency contact, letting them know that we've turned on our Emergency Call feature. This really is an amazing feature and can be a real lifesaver if we should ever need it. 

Now Apple has given us an even faster way for turning on our emergency call. We can just continue to press or hold down our side button and again, our Emergency Call feature will automatically be turned on. Yeah, that really is super handy. 

Okay, that pretty much covers all of the great features that are packed into our side button. It really is great that our side button not only gives us the ability to quickly get to our control center where we'll find some of our most frequently used settings, but we can also make a purchase with Apple Pay, turn off our Apple Watch and even quickly turn on our emergency SOS. I tell you, our side button really is loaded with some of our Apple Watch's most powerful features. Again, my name is Douglas Walker, take care, and I'll see you next time.
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