
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

Apple Watch 

Digital Crown 
Learn to use this handy control to quickly navigate 
your apps and more. 

The Digital Crown works as a button to toggle in 
and out of apps, VoiceOver, and more.  Try it out! 

1. To begin, open the Accessibility settings in the 
Apple Watch app on your iPhone and make sure 
the VoiceOver setting is turned on. 

Single-Pressing the Digital Crown 

2. Press the Digital Crown once to go to the 
app home screen. Your Apple Watch apps 
are displayed alphabetically in list view, and 
VoiceOver announces the first one. 

3. Right-swipe or left-swipe to scroll through your 
apps. 

Tip:  You can choose to have your apps displayed in a 
grid instead of a list. Scroll to the bottom of the app list 
and choose the Grid View button. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. To open the app that’s highlighted and 
announced by VoiceOver, double tap the watch 
face with one finger. 

5. To close an open app and return to the app list, 
press the Digital Crown once. 

6. Press the Digital Crown once more to return to 
the watch face. 

Double Pressing the Digital Crown 

7. Press the Digital Crown twice to go to the App 
Switcher, which displays a list of your recently 
opened apps. 

8. Right-swipe and left-swipe to move through the 
list. Double tap to open an app. 

9. Press the Digital Crown once to close the App 
Switcher and return to the watch face. 

Triple Pressing the Digital Crown 

10. Triple press the Digital Crown to toggle on or 
off the accessibility shortcut you’ve set, such as 
VoiceOver or Zoom. 

Tip: Contact a Hadley learning specialist to find out more 
about how to set accessibility shortcuts. 
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Pressing and Holding the Digital Crown 

11. Press and hold the Digital Crown to activate Siri. 

Tip: You might recognize that some of these gestures are 
a lot like using the iPhone. This helps make them easier to 
remember! 

Now that you’ve learned how to use the Digital 

Crown, you’re ready to learn more. Jump right 

into the other workshops in this series to master 

VoiceOver on your Apple Watch. 
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