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Today we'll look at Google's Reading Mode app. This is a free app that makes longer text like articles and emails easier to read For looking at the text, we can adjust the displays, font, color spacing and more. 
And for listening to it, we can adjust the reading, voice and speed. To get started, go to the Google Play Store, search for Reading Mode by Google and it should come right up or check out the resources by scrolling down below the workshop to find a link. Reading mode is already installed on this phone, so let's find out how to set it up so we can access it whenever we need it. 
Let's begin by heading over to the settings app, which is right here on our home screen. First we'll touch our settings app to open it, and next we'll scroll down and tap on accessibility to open the accessibility settings. 
On this phone, we'll find the reading mode shortcut right here under the downloaded app's heading on some phones, you may need to scroll down a bit to find it. 
Now let's tap the toggle button to turn it on. A screen pops up asking us to allow reading mode to have full control of our device. We want to give this feature access to read the text on our screen, so let's scroll down and select Allow. Great. We're almost done. 
We now have a screen that lets us choose how we'll access reading mode. For this workshop, we'll select tap accessibility button. Let's tap on the back arrow at the top left corner of the page. 
Okay. Now that our shortcut is set up, let's head over to a website to try this cool new tool. 
We'll start by going to our home screen. We'll tap our home button in the center of our navigation bar down here at the bottom to get to our home screen. Or if you don't have a navigation bar, just swipe up from the bottom of the screen and now let's tap the Chrome app to open it. Great. We just so happen to have a page already open on this phone and ready to read. 
Let's use our shortcut to launch reading mode. We'll head down to our accessibility button in the bottom right corner of the screen. If you've only set up one feature to use the accessibility button, you can simply tap it quickly to bring up reading mode. On this phone, we have two features set up for the accessibility button, reading mode and magnification. So to choose the one we want to use, let's touch and hold the button. Let's go ahead and tap the reading mode button and reading mode opens. 
Wow, our pages now displayed against a contrasting background. Without any distracting ads, we can change some settings to make the text even easier to see and we'll check those out in just a bit. For now, let's tap the play button in the bottom center of the screen to hear the content read aloud.

VoiceOver: Top Five Hardy plants that are perfect for beginners. Introduction. Starting a plant journey can feel a bit daunting, especially if you've never had a green thumb before. But don't worry, choosing the right plants can make all the difference and that's where Hardy Plants come in. These tough little survivors are perfect for beginners because they can withstand a bit of neglect and still thrive.

Narrator: We tap the button again to pause. Now let's check out our reading mode screen and explore what's here. At the top left of the screen, we find an estimate of how long it will take to read the article aloud. Next we find a button that looks like a down arrow. We'll use this to close reading mode. 
When we're finished. Down in the bottom left corner of the screen, we'll find the settings button, which lets us change how our content looks and sounds. Let's tap the button to open and explore our settings. Now let's select display settings. 
Here we can change our text size. Let's do that now by tapping the Capital A with a plus sign a couple of times to increase it. And if we need to decrease the size, we can tap the capital A with a minus sign to do that. Great. We can also change our font style line spacing, bold text color contrast, and to underlining. 
Next, let's select audio. Here we can change reading speed and reading voice Below the reading speed heading, we find minus and plus buttons to decrease or increase the reading speed. The number between these two buttons is our current reading speed, and below the reading voice heading, we find a dropdown menu, which lets us choose the voice we want to use to read content aloud. Let's tap to open it and select voice three. 
Now let's close settings to go back to the reading mode screen and test out our changes. To do this, we'll tap the hide settings button that looks like a down arrow here in the middle of the screen before we listen to our notice that down in the bottom right corner of the screen, we have a button that lets us quickly adjust text size without opening the settings menu. When we're playing the text aloud, this button changes to let us quickly adjust the reading speed. Let's touch the play button in the bottom center of the screen to begin reading our page aloud

VoiceOver: Why choosing Hardy Plants Matters.

Narrator: Great. And now with the volume down, our content will continue reading as we explore a couple more buttons. On the screen to the left of the Play Pause button is the skip back button, and to the right is the skip forward button. We can select the skip forward button to skip to the next sentence or the skip back button to go to the previous sentence to go back to the previous paragraph or skip to the next paragraph, touch and hold the buttons. 
Once we finished reading the article, let's find the reading mode button that looks like a down arrow at the top of the screen. We'll tap the button to close reading mode and now our page looks just as it did before. That's quite a difference, isn't it? 
Reading mode is a great way to make longer text, like emails and articles easier to read. Thanks for joining me today. Until next time.
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